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<Awa Jurobeza Puppet Theater>
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In 1979, a puppet theater stage for Ningyo Joruri was built within the Awa Jurobe Yashiki, which led to the
formation of a troupe composed solely of women from the Miyajima area. Since their first performance in April of
the same year, they have been performing as the resident puppet troupe of the house, with an average of 350
performances annually. The peak period was around the opening of the Ohnaruto Bridge in 1985 and the Seto
Ohashi Bridge in 1988, reaching a total of 626 performances that year. Since 2006, they have been performing as a
group under the Awa Ningyo Joruri Promotion Association. In addition to 'Keisei Awa no Naruto Junrei Uta no Dan'
and 'Tsubosaka Kannon Reigenki,' they added 'Ebisu Mai' to their repertoire in 2002.

23X % o [REZEFE - B & W IRTFE (KIR)

<Kata no Gahara Kata no Bushi opdori Preservation Society>
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The “Katano-ga-hara Katano-bushi,” which is said to be the origin of the modern “Kawachi Ondo,” was born in
Katano-sama, which straddles the current cities of Hirakata and Katano in Osaka Prefecture. It is said that the
oldest version of this song originated during the Nanbokucho period, when the Southern Court's army, led by
Shouhei, was defeated and retreated to this area. The military strategist of the defeated army is said to have
performed a Buddhist chanting dance to honor the fallen soldiers, and this dance was passed down by the
villagers. In 2023, it was designated as an intangible folk cultural property of Osaka Prefecture.
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<Tonda Puppet Troupe>
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In 1957, “Tomita Ningyo Joruri” was selected as an intangible folk cultural property requiring measures for record
creation in Shiga Prefecture. It is a unique folk art form that the region is proud of, and has been loved as “Tomita
no Deko.” The “Tomita Ningyo Kyoyu-dan” was established in 1979 in Kitatomita, Nagahama City, Shiga Prefecture,
by members who love puppets from within and outside the city, centered on residents of Kitatomita. The group
practices puppetry, shamisen playing, and storytelling three times a day, striving to preserve and pass on puppet
theater. They also host local elementary and junior high school students, local residents, and overseas students for
a summer program to nurture successors and promote international cultural exchange. In 2022, they won the
National Regional Performing Arts Grand Prize and numerous other awards.
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<Okuradani Shishimai Preservation Society>
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Otani's lion dance is a traditional performing art that has been practiced since 1855.
Currently, there are more than 20 different types of performances that have been passed
down, characterized by their bold and fierce style. The performances are completed
when the members and musical instruments accompanying the lion dance come
together as one. The beginning and ending performances are fixed, but the order of the
other performances is not fixed.
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<Fujishiro Shishimai Preservation Society>
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The “Fujishiro Lion Dance,” designated as an intangible folk cultural property by
Wakayama Prefecture in 1966, features five lions dancing gracefully in a large curtain
with the dancers lined up in a row. As one of the five prince lions, which are considered
special among the “Kuma no Kuju Koji,” the lion dance is performed at the autumn
festival of Fujishiro Shrine. Accompanied by flutes and drums, the golden lion shakes its
head while facing Sarutahiko-no-Mikoto. The “Fujishiro Lion Dance Preservation Society”
was established in 1966 and has actively performed both within and outside Wakayama
Prefecture, including a performance at the 1970 Osaka Expo.
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<Ujitakagura Maturi Executive Committee>
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n collaboration with Uji City, we are working on a town development project based on
the theme of “The Tale of Genji.” Tanka, a performing art that originated in Uji but has

been lost over time, is the theme of a project to create a new form of performing art
incorporating traditional elements, which we are promoting.
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<Shinohara Odori Preservation Society>
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This is a folk performing art passed down in Ohtou-cho, Gojo City, Nara Prefecture,
designated as a Nara Prefecture Intangible Folk Cultural Property and a National
Selected Intangible Folk Cultural Property. The dance is divided into two types: the “Shiki
Sanban” ritual dance performed as an offering, and a dance performed by residents for
entertainment at banquets and other events. In both types, men play the drums and
women dance with fans. The dance style is based on the “Furyu Odori” that was popular
from the Warring States period to the early Edo period, and the lyrics are based on the
“Kouka” that was popular in the late Muromachi period. The preservation society
preserves the three songs of the Shikisanban dedicated to Tenman Shrine in the
Shinohara settlement every January, as well as 14 other songs. Due to the decline in the
number of villagers, the tradition was on the verge of disappearing, but in 2014, the
preservation society was reorganized through a public recruitment process and is now
actively engaged in its activities.
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