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The UGK will actively cooperate with the economic community to achieve a nation with a 
bilateral structure. 
The UKG will lay out Kansai’s vision and direction and seek to transfer the nation’s functions 
and authority, including local agencies. It will also strive to boost the presence of the region-wide 
union as a body responsible for wide-area administration and appeal that it is more than sufficient 
to serve as an organization for dealing with the nation’s functions and authority. These efforts 
will redress the centralized administrative framework and excess concentration of population and 
industry in the Tokyo Metropolitan area to realize a highly individualistic and vibrant Kansai, 
and thus create a decentralized society that can determine and execute the priority of its policies. 

Working to create a nation with a bilateral structure
○ Transferring government agencies

The UKG will provide support to make the transfer of branch offices to local governments workable from the 
perspective of regional revitalization, in addition to realizing a nation with a bilateral structure. It will also 
work with member organizations to consider and implement policies that utilize Kansai’s characteristics.

○ Creating a Disaster Management Agency
The UKG will continue to promote the creation of a Kansai-based Disaster Management Agency, a bilateral 
organization with expertise in a series of disaster countermeasures, including investigative studies and sce-
narios of disaster prevention measures based on past lessons. 

○ Construction of a back-up structure of capital functions
The UKG will continue to request that the national government take necessary measures, including its policy 
conversion, to form a bilateral structure of the nation with the decentralization of national functions and au-
thority to local areas in normal times so that the central functions of the capital can be maintained in case of 
any emergency.

Transferring the national government’s functions and authority, 
including the transfer of local agencies.
○ Regional transfer of government agencies

The UKG will work in cooperation with stakeholders, including UKG Member Prefectures/Cities, to realize 
the transfer of the administrative services and authority of the national government’s branch offices to local 
governments as well as the entire transfer of the jurisdiction of branch offices.

○ Transferring the national government’s functions and authority
The UKG will seek an en mass transfer of the national government’s functions and authority, appropriate for 
the region-wide union, by utilizing the proposal scheme relating to the government’s Decentralization 
Reform. At the same time, the UKG will consider other effective means to realize the transfer of authority 
from the national government.

Cooperating and working with affiliated organizations
○ In order to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations, the UKG will participate in 

the Kansai SDGs Platform as a body designed to bring together actors from a wide spectrum in Kansai, and work 
to disseminate and enlighten the SDGs’ philosophy. 

○ While further encouraging advanced public-private partnership initiatives, including the promotion of women’s 
active roles in society and the promotion of life-long sports, the UKG will also promote active exchange with 
foreign countries and cooperation and collaboration with UKG Partner Prefecture/City members (Fukui and Mie 
Prefectures) as well as municipalities closest to residents.

○ The UKG will also aim to facilitate residents’ understanding of the merits of the UKG, actively send out 
information about the Union’s offices and reflect the opinions of residents on the Union’s measures and policies.

■ Held the "Committee of the Union of Kansai Govern-
ments" (December 2010).

■ Held the “Assembly of the Union of Kansai Govern-
ments"(January 2011).

■ Developed the 1st Region-wide Plan (year of establish-
ment ‒ 2013) (February 2011)

■ Response to the Great East Japan Earthquake (March 2011)
■ Statement of creating a back-up structure of capital 

functions. (April 2011)
■ Transferred the operation of the Tri-prefectural Heli-

copter Ambulance services to the UKG (April 2011)
■ Made a decision to ask federal government about 3 

branch offices being relegated to the Union. (May 2011)
■ Implementation of disaster prevention with a combina-

tion of public and private sectors.
■ Promote Kansai fascination overseas 「Kansai」(June 2011)
■ Region-wide Infrastructure Panel (July 2011)
■ Energy Panel (August 2011)
■ Conducted training seminars to improve policymaking 

abilities (August 2011)
■ Held the 1st UKG Council (September 2011)
■ Developed the "Kansai Plan for Disaster Prevention 

and Preparation" (March 2012(concluded four areas, 
June 2014))

■ Developed the "Kansai sightseeing and cultural promo-
tion planning” (March 2012 (partially revised in March 
2018)

■ Developed the “Kansai Region-wide Industrial Vision” 
(March 2012 (revised in March 2019)

■ Developed the "Kansai region-wide cooperation in 
emergency medical services” (March2012 (revised in 
March 2018)

■ Developed the “Kansai region-wide environmental 
preservation” (March 2012 (revised March 2017))

■ Began unifying procedures to register national 
licensed tour guides (April 2012).  

■ Kansai Innovation International Strategic Comprehen-
sive Special Zone Promotion Headquarters (May 2012)

■ Established the "Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Promotion" section in the "Region-wide Industrial Pro-
motion Office" (July 2012).

■ Set up the execution committee for the  "KANSAI Inter-
national Tourism Year 2013" (August 2012).

■ Held the “Kansai Culture Day” and “Kansai Culture 
Month”(May 2012 (Kansai Culture Month October 2014)

■ Promoted the cormorant control measures based on the 
“Kansai Region-wide Cormorant Control Plan” (March 2013)

■ ”Study Group of the Do-Syu system” (set up in March 
2013 and submitted a final report in March 2014).

■ Took steps to facilitate member organizations’ operation 
of offices in foreign countries and provision of help desks 
for overseas business in collaboration with member organi-
zations of the UKG (April 2013).

■ Began unifying procedures for certification exams and 
licensing (April 2013).  

■ Successful bid for Kansai to host the World Masters 
Games 2021 (August 2013)

■ Developed the 2nd Region-wide Plan 2014 ‒ 2016 
(March 2014)

■ Organized a study group of the emergency plans for the 
areas around Lake Biwa and Yodo-gawa River. (July 2014)

■ Organized a “study group to examine the prospect for the 
Kansai area”/final report (September 2014 ‒ September 2015)

■ Established the “The Organizing Committee of the 

Kansai World Masters Games 2021” (December 2014)
■ Bid for and participated in “Medical Japan”, Japan's 

first trade show covering comprehensive healthcare 
and medical products. (February 2015)

■ Organized the Kansai Health and Medical Services 
Meeting. (July 2015)

■ Asked national government to transfer national govern-
ment agencies to Kansai
• The Agency for Cultural Affairs established the Head-

quarters for Vitalizing Regional Cultures in prepara-
tion for the full-scale relocation of the Agency to the 
Kansai region and the implementation of office work 
and projects in advance to meet new policy needs 
while making use of knowledge and know-how 
locally available. (April 2017)

• The Consumer Affairs Agency opened the Consumer 
Administration New Future Creation Office as a base 
for the development and creation of a new con-
sumer administration for the future. (July 2017)

• The Statistics Bureau under the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and Communications established the Statisti-
cal Data Utilization Center as a base for promoting 
advanced data utilization. (April 2018)

■ Established the “Sports Promotion” section in the 
Region-wide Tourism, Culture, and Sports Promotion 
Office. (September 2015)

■ Developed the “Kansai Region-wide Sports Promotion 
Vision” (March 2016)

■ Established the Kansai International Tourism Promo-
tion Headquarters (March 2016)
(Integrated with the Foundation for Kansai Region Pro-
motion in April 2017 and the KANSAI Tourism Bureau 
was launched.)

■ Formulated the Strategy for Revitalizing Kansai 2016 ‒ 
2019 (April 2016 (revised August 2018))

■ Dealt with the Kumamoto earthquake and Central 
Tottori earthquake (April, October 2016)

■ Launched a forum to exchange opinions with younger 
members of the UKG Council (Held in Tokushima Pre-
fecture in August 2016, Tottori Prefecture in Septem-
ber 2017, and Shiga Prefecture in December 2018.)

■ Passed a resolution to work towards a successful bid 
to hold the EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan at the 
UKG Commission (September 2016)
• The 2025 Japan World Exposition Promotion Com-

mittee, which consists of local governments and 
economic organizations, including Osaka Prefecture, 
Osaka City, and the UKG, has been launched to pro-
mote the invitation of the EXPO. (March 2017)

• The decision was made to hold the EXPO 2025 
Osaka, Kansai, Japan. (November 2018)

■ Established the “Council for Kansai Disaster Relief 
Supplies” (January 2017)

■ Developed the 3rd Region-wide Plan 2017 ‒ 2019 
(March 2017 (revised March 2018))

■ Final report on the establishment of the Study Meet-
ing on the Ideal State of Region-wide Administration

（September 2017-March 2019）
■ Established the Kansai Women’s Achievement Promo-

tion Forum (December 2017)
■ Participated in the Kansai SDGs Platform (December 2017)
■ Established Kansai Sports Day and Kansai Sports 

Month (May 2018)
■ Responded to the 2018 Osaka Earthquake and 2018 

Japan floods disasters (June, July 2018)
■ Enhanced qualification exam office work (April 2019)


